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KL Useful Tips for a Happy Holiday in Thailand
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT)
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THAILAND

It Begins with the People...
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INTRODUCTION

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Thailand’s foremost government
agency for tourism promotion, sees the importance of the tourism industry
in the development of the country’s economy, as well as to encourage
cultural exchange and friendship between international visitors and the people
of Thailand.

However, language and cultural differences can also disrupt the smoothness
of traveling. TAT, therefore, has published booklet “Useful Tips for a Happy
Holidays in Thailand” in order to inform international visitors of important
information so they may better understand the culture and traditional practices of
Thailand. We hope that this booklet will indeed benefit and ensure all our visitors
a happy holiday in Thailand.
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GREETINGS:

In Thailand, a very polite and
friendly way to greet each other is
by saying “Sa-Wat-Dee” with a “Wai”.
To Wai is to put your palms together
in front of your chest and bow your head.

This is the most common greeting
practiced among Thai people.
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CONVERSING:

Do not speak too loudly in public. Thai people are soft-spoken people,

as the Thai spoken language has a very soft tone. Thais do not talk loudly in
public and may be offended by anyone doing so.
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SMOKING:
Do not smoke anywhere except
designated areas. Smoking is prohibited in all air-conditioned areas such as
cinema theaters, indoor restaurants, hotel lobbies etc. It is also banned in
all temples, schools, public garden and parks. All international airports have
designated smoking rooms.
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SPITTING:

Spitting is unacceptable in Thai society and is considered despicable
behavior in Thailand. Use tissue paper or a handkerchief.
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LITTERING:

Do not litter anywhere, especially
on the streets—not even a small cigarette
butt or toothpick. Offenders will be fined.

Please litter rubbish into containers where
it belongs.
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QUEUE:

As the courtesy to others, always
fall in line or queue up whenever there
is a queue in front of you.
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Clean Public Toilets:

In Thailand, it is very embarrassing to urinate in public. Clean toilets are
available in most hotels, restaurants and major gas stations along the highways.
While traveling, please use the toilets where available and always flush after use.
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SMILE:

Thailand is a country
of smiling faces, Always wear
a smile and you will win many
more friends.

v
U

Iy

Gl

T A ER IR E KR, B AN IR — DA B R 2T 7E
A IR g Sl =T A A s Y 1 I = T NN
XIS AEZR i K S 2 e

TABQOO:

Do not touch a Thai person’s head as it is believed the resting place of

one’s soul and commands the highest respect. In addition, do not point your feet
towards anyone. Both actions are considered social taboo.
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RELIGION:

A woman is not allowed to touch any Buddhist monk. The appropriate behavior
is to show respect by clasping one’s hands to “Wai” or to greet.
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DRESS CODE:

Always wear proper clothing in all public areas, especially when visiting

temples, former palaces and museums. Observe the dress code as stated at
the entrance.
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SHOES OFF:

Remove all footwear before entering the Vihan or sermon halls of temples,
ancient palaces, most museum and private residences.
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RESPECT:

Thailand embraces all religions and beliefs. Do respect Buddhist temples,
Christian churches, Islamic mosques, Hindu shrines, historical places and other
ancients monuments during your visit.

Do not climb up on any Buddha images or damage any monuments or
artifacts by defecting with graffiti, writing, inscribing names or leaving any marks
on them.

Slandering or criticizing against the Thai royal family is a crime, and can
result in prosecution.
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TAXI METER:

Taxi meters are available in Bangkok and its surrounding areas. There are
various colored taxis and the fares start at 35 Baht for the first 3 kilometers.
Avoid drivers who try to bargain a flat fee rate.
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TUK TUK:
Try to experience a bumpy and fun Tuk Tuk ride in Bangkok. Avoid any
extra charges by asking the fare beforehand.
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GEM SCAM:

Please note that the Thai government does not own any retail shops of
gem and jewelry. However, it is safe to buy precious items with a reasonable and
affordable price from certified shops as souvenirs. Do not buy them at risk of
making a profit through selling in the market.
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Driving Safety: Laws & Regulations

Drive safely in Thailand and strictly follow
all traffic requlations.
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Thailand adopts left-hand traffic system.

Always keep to the left lane when driving
in Thailand.
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Always beware of bicycles and motorbikes
as there are many on the roads.
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To prevent accidents, do not stop your

car abruptly in the middle of a road for
any reason.
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Please study the directions before each
journey to make sure you know your way.
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Always stop at zebra crossings to allow
all pedestrians to cross the road first.
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The owner or a driver bringing a vehicle
into the Kingdom of Thailand must observe
all laws and reqgulations and provide
the following documents:
o Submit vehicular form (TM2)
together with the official documents:
1.1 The original Car Owner's Handbook
together with a copu.

1.2 Owner or driver’s identification
card or passport with a copuy.

1.3 Submit a list of the passenger’s
form (TM3)

1.4 Submit a list of the Vehicle Crew
Members form (TM4)

¢ The driver and each passenger / vehicle
crew member must have a passport
or border pass and the vehicle must
pass inspection by authorized of
ficers at border checkpoints.

e Victims Protection Act of 2535 B.E.:
The vehicle owner or driver must
provide an official insurance policy
complying with the “Victim Protection Act
of 2535 B.e.” for all vehicles.
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Useful Numbers

@ TAT Call Center 1672
a Tourist Police 1155
B Chinese Embassy Call Center
(+662) 245-0088
ext. 2222, 2107
(+662) 245-7010
(9.00-17.00 hrs. Mon-Fri)
B TAT Beijing Office
(86 10) 8518 3526-29
3 AT Shanghai Office
(86 21) 33 66 3409
a AT Kunming Office
(86 87) 1317 8840
3 AT Chengdu Office
(86 28) 6465 6299
@B TAT Guangzhou Office
(86 20) 8333 8999
ext. 1252-1254
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Sa-Wat-Dee
Sa-Bai-Di-Mai?
Sa-Bai-Di, Khop-Khun
Khop-Khun

La-fon

iho-Thot
Chan-Long-Thang
Ra-Kha-Thao-Rai?
Hong-Nam-Yu-Thi-Nai?

Useful Thai Phrases

Hello

How are you?

I'm fine, thanks
Thank you

Good bye

Excuse me

I'm lost

How much is this?
Where’s the toilet?

Sa-Wat-Dee
Sa-Bai-Di-Mai?
Sa-Bai-Di, Khop-Khun
Khop-Khun

La-Kon

Kho-Thot
Chan-Long-Thang
Ra-Kha-Thao-Rai?
Hong-Nam-Yu-Thi-Nai?
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TOURIST HOTLINE

08.00-20.00 hrs. Everyday

Tourist information by fax available 24 hrs.
E-mail: info@tat.or.th

Website: www.tourismthailand.org



